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IF we examine the condition of the two communi-
ties into which India is divided, we find that, though
living under the same Government, one is advancing
in wealth, social position, and political importance,
while the other is declining. What is the reason of
' this difference ? What is the reason that, while
Hindu families maintain their position for ages,
Mohatnmadan families cannot maintain it even for
two or three generations ? What is the reason that
while members of the Hindu community can hecome
bankers, shipowners, merchants, and large traders, no
Mohamniadan possesses sufficient capital, or can ever
liope to be more than a retail dealer or petty trader ?
If we compare the various classes of our commu-
nity, if we compare classes governed by particular
customs with classes forming the general body of
Mohaminadans, we find that the Maem&us and the
Qhojas, for instance, are advancing in wealth and
position, while the general community is declining.
Nowhere, except in Bombay, are there large
merchants among the domiciled or native Mohamma-
dans of India, and nowhere, except in Bombay, are the